
Ghana’s Premier E-Newspaper
The number one breaking news hub  |  Traditionally unconventional

Tue. Oct. 6th, 2020 | issue 401 | www.whatsupnewsghana.com whatsupnewsgh

Managing Editor: Ralph Ofori Adeniran | Editor-In-Chief: David Tamakloe | Published and Marketed by: Brown Spectrum Enterprise & Amicus Media Page 162
DAYS MORE

reveals that the ING Bank 
suddenly pulled the plugs 
on the embassy and gave 
no reasons to the embar-
rassed diplomatic installa-
tion in Brussels.

 The bank simply re-
ferred to Article 59 of Gen-
eral Regulations, which 
allows it to terminate busi-
ness relationships with 
some of its clients without 
any recourse to any expla-
nation.

Eff ectively, the Ghana-
ian Embassy was given 
until  November 12, 2020, 
to withdraw all their funds 
from the four accounts 
that the mission operates 
at the bank.

“At the embassy, we 
received a letter out of the 
blue from our bankers 

in August that they had 
decided to trigger an ar-
ticle. When you open an 
account with the bank you 
sign that agreement. That 
article states that both 
parties can abrogate the 
agreement without any 
justifi cation or explana-
tion. They asked us to re-
move our money and put 
it in another bank. That’s 
how they put it,” Ghana’s 
Ambassador to Belgium, 
Sena Siaw Boateng, told 
reporters.

The situation leaves 
many unanswered ques-
tions as Whatsup News is 
gathering that following 
the Blacklisting of Ghana 
as a money-laundering 
hun by the European 
Union, international in-

I nteresting reports of 
a love triangle and 
inexplicable sources 

of funds are emerging 
around the reasons why 
the prestigious Belgian 
Bank, ING Bank decided to 
close all of the accounts of 
the Ghanaians Embassy in 
Belgium it operates.

According to insiders, 
the Ghanaian Ambassa-
dor to Belgium, Sena Siaw 
Boateng, had allegedly 
blown some €1.8 million 
to renovate an Embassy 
property which is valued at 
€ 2 million. Also, she has re-
portedly spend in excess of 
€ 700,000 to renovate the 
Ambassador’s residence.

A more sizzling twist to 
the saga is that one Ed-
win Boateng, a nephew to 
President Akufo Addo, may 
be on the radar of intelli-
gence network for a sup-
posed inexplicable move-
ment of funds.

Our sources say Mr. 
Boateng has a particular-
ly interesting relationship 
with the Ambassador. 
Incidentally, the Ambassa-
dor is reportedly close to 
another powerful individu-
al close to the President at 
the Presidency.

Details of this scandal 
are still sketchy and riddled 
with serious speculations.

The saga at the Ghana-
ians Mission in Belgium 

telligence networks are 
closing in on suspicious 
movement of funds by ap-
pointees in the Akufo Addo 
administration.

The ING Bank is reput-
ed for its high integrity 
internationally and would 
not want to associate with 
dirty money, even if it re-
quired stepping on diplo-
matic toes.

 The Belgian situation 
is reportedly one of many 
more such blacklisting s set 
to hit Ghana in Europe and 
other countries.

Already, the govern-
ment is exposed by a num-
ber of offi  cial deals that 
had been routed through 
notorious money-laun-
dering hubs. For instance, 
the controversial Agyapa 
Royalty deal spearheaded 
by the Minister of Finance, 
Ken Ofori-Atta is domi-
ciled in Jersey, the world’s 
third-aggressive mon-
ey-laundering hub.

The second such 
questionable deal is the 
COVID19 testing at the Ko-
tota International Airport 
(KIA) by Frontier Health 
Services Limited, a compa-
ny linked to several shell 
companies associated Pan-
ama and Dominica in the 
interest of fugitive Nigerian 
Billionaire, Dominic Peters.

Dominic Peters has 
been linked to high-level 
international briberies and 
crude oil theft under the 
auspices of the disgraced 
former Nigerian Oil Minis-
ter Diezani K. Alison-Mad-
ueke.

NAMES POPPING UP IN BELGIAN EMBASSY SAGA
-Stinks of A love 
Web and Money 
Laundering
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LYING URSULA OWUSU CAUGHT PANTS 
DOWN IN PRIVATE JET CAMPAIGN

Cont. to Page 3

I n an attempt to 
extricate herself 
from allegations 

of having been tax-
ied in a private jet on 
her campaign tour to 
the poverty-stricken 
northern part of the 
country, Communica-
tions Minister Ursula 
Gifty Owusu-Ekuful has 
unwittingly entangled 
herself by posting her 
boarding pass of Africa 
World Airline, claiming 
she never frolicked in a 
private jet on the trip.

“I didn’t know Africa 
World Airline is now 
a private jet!!!” she 
rhetorically rebuff ed 
reports made by What-
sup News on Monday 
October 5, 2020.

In a post on her 

Facebook page, she 
narrated: “I fl ew to Ta-
male on 28th Septem-
ber, last week Monday, 
en route to the upper 
East Region for a cam-
paign tour primarily 
to assist the female 
candidates in Navron-
go and Bawku. Here is 
my boarding pass and I 
actually changed seats 
and sat in 4 D. Some 
people have developed 
a penchant for lying 
through their teeth.” 
After which she posted 
a badly creased board-
ing pass.

What she, however, 
failed to admit was that 
the boarding pass she 
posted as evidence, 
was just for a one-way 
trip. It was from the 

Kotoka International 
Airport to the Tamale 
Airport. Since she lives 
in Accra, a boarding 
pass for her return trip 
would have adequately 
cleared the allegations.

Indeed, Whatsup 
News has intercepted 
her fl ight manifest, 
showing that she did 
fl y a private jet back to 
the Kotoka Internation-
al Airport on October 3, 
2020. It is believed her 
trip aboard the Africa 
World Airline (AWA) 
was a mere decoy to 
throw off  prying eyes 
from the extravagant 
campaign.

The fl ight manifest 
seen by this publication 
contains her full bioda-
ta and that of the two 

other people she trav-
elled with. For instance, 
she travelled with One 
Nana Boatema Asare, 
a 41-year-old born on 
March 26, 1979 and a 
Pastor, 50-year-old Pas-
tor called Olawole Olai-
ya Philips. The Pastor 
was born on August 27, 
1961.

According to uncon-
fi rmed reports from 
sources, this was not 
the fi rst time Mrs. Ow-
usu-Ekuful had been 
frolicking in the myste-
rious private Jet which 
costs some US$ 4 mil-
lion to purchase.

The true owner of 
the aircraft is still un-
known, as Whatsup 
News tracks the avail-
able leads.

So far, Investigations 
reveal that the owners 
of the private jet have 
carefully masked their 
identity, as enquiries 
are only returning 
blanks as to who really 
owns the luxury air-
craft.

A probe by What-
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Cont. From Page 2

sup News of the fl ight 
history of the aircraft, 
however, shows some 
interesting perspec-
tives. It is established 
that the aircraft only 
makes clandestine 
trips between Nigeria, 
Ghana and Burkina 
Faso.

We tracked the 
movement of the air-
craft-a Bombardier 
Challenger CL 604, with 
registration number 
T7-MJJ, through Sep-
tember 30, 2020 to 
October 3, 2020. With-
in this period, the air-
craft had made seven 
(7) trips to the three 
above-mentioned 
countries.

Importantly, oOn 
September 30, 2020, 
the T7-MJJ took off  
around 10.30 am from 
the Kotoka Internation-
al Airport and landed in 
Ouagadougou in Burki-
na Faso the same day, 

around 11.40 am.  By 
the evening of that day 
(around 4 pm) the air-
craft took off  and land-
ed at KIA an hour later.

Later, on Thursday, 
October 1, 2020, the 
mysterious plane fl ew 
to the Murtala Moham-
med International Air-
port in Ikeja-Lagos, Ni-
geria. It did not return, 

preferring to remain in 
Nigeria till the dawn, 
around 3 am on Satur-
day, October 3, 2020.

The aircraft then 
primed itself briefl y 
and by 5 am that same 
day (October 3, 2020), 
it was on its way to 
the Tamale Airport. It 
picked up its three pas-
sengers around 7.12 
am and landed at KIA 
around 7.50 am.

Incidentally, that 
was the very day, Mrs. 
Ursula Owusu-Ekuful 
returned, because by 
5.33 pm on Saturday, 
October 3, 2020, she 
took to Facebook, glee-

fully announcing her 
successful trip to the 
Northern Region.

“My 4 days working 
tour in the Upper East 
region saw me visiting 
the tomb of late Mad-
am Hawa Yakubu in 
Pusiga to pay my re-
spect to the woman 
who many referred 
to as ‘Iron Lady’,” she 

wrote.
Insiders tell What-

sup News that beyond 
the solemn tribute to 
the Late Hawa Yaku-
bu, Owusu-Ekuful’s 
trip was a hatchet job 
for the governing New 
Patriotic Party (NPP) 
which has set its sights 
on diluting the votes of 
the opposition Nation-
al Democratic Congress 
(NDC) in the Garu, Pu-
siga and Tempane con-
stituencies.

Whatsup News has 
also gathered from 
sources that Special 
Prosecutor, Martin 
A.B.K Amidu is also 

sponsoring a candidate 
against the NDC in 
those areas.

The mysterious 
movement of the M7-
MJJ aircraft; the coin-
cidence with Mr. Ow-
usu-Ekuful’s trip; her 
companion Nigerian 
pastor aboard the air-
craft and the intercept-
ed manifest, etc.,  gives 

the coincidence serious 
connotations that is 
already raising ques-
tions within certain 
cross-section of the 
Ghanaian society.

Some are suggest-
ing the private jet was 
purchased by a cur-
rent government ap-
pointee, while others 
believe it is linked to 
the fugitive Nigerian 
Billionaire Benedict 
Peters, who has been 
given the contract to 
charge each inbound 
foreign traveller to 
Ghana a questionable 
US$ 150 per COVID-19 
Antigen test.
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AIRPORT AUTHORITY TURNS TERMINAL 2 
INTO COVID-19 QUARANTINE CENTRE

W hatsup News 
has gathered 
from sources 

at the Kotoka Interna-
tional Airport (KIA) that 
the Management of Gha-
na Airport Company Lim-
ited (GACL) has turned 
the domestic terminal 
at the airport (Terminal 
2) into a Gestapo-styled 
holding centre for for-
eign travellers to Gha-
na who cannot pay the 
outrageous US$ 150 for 
COVID-19 test.

Senior offi  cers are 
reportedly worried that 
this measure is certain to 
expose Ghanaian domes-
tic travellers to poten-
tial COVID-19 infections 
because the detained 
travellers virtually use 
the same facilities at Ter-
minal 2 with otherwise 
healthy domestic travel-
lers.

Whatsup News can 
report that foreign trav-
ellers into Ghana who 
cannot cough up the 
much-criticised COVID-19 
test fees are detained 
for about 24 hours at the 

main international ter-
minal (Terminal 3) and 
later shipped to Terminal 
2 for unknown days be-
fore they are reportedly 
forced into quarantine by 
the security agencies.

Responding to a vi-
ral video of disgruntled 
travellers showing their 
sorry state at the holding 
centres at the airport, 
the GACL admitted that 
recalcitrant travellers are 
indeed detained. It how-
ever, did not specifi cally 
state where.

“Management wishes 
to emphasise that the 

guidelines for arriving 
passengers state that, 
passengers who refuse 
to pay for the COVID-19 
test will be handed over 
to State Security Agen-
cies and taken into quar-
antine at designated lo-
cations,” the GACL stated 
in a statement released 
on Monday, October 5, 
2020.

Over the weekend, 
Whatsup News hap-
pened upon a disturbing 
video of distressed Gha-
naians travellers who 
have been detained at 
KIA for being unable to 

cough up the conten-
tious US$150.

The video which has 
gone viral shows a four-
month-old baby forced to 
sleep on the bare bench-
es at the arrival lounge of 
the airport after its par-
ents could not pay the 
controversial amount to 
get them and their baby 
tested.

According to the ama-
teur photographer who 
catalogued the predica-
ment of these stranded 

-Endangers 
Domestics 
Travellers

Cont. to Page 6



Ghana’s Premier E-Newspaper
The number one breaking news hub  |  Traditionally unconventional

Tue. Oct. 6th, 2020 | issue 401 | www.whatsupnewsghana.com whatsupnewsgh

Managing Editor: Ralph Ofori Adeniran | Editor-In-Chief: David Tamakloe | Published and Marketed by: Brown Spectrum Enterprise & Amicus Media Page 5



Ghana’s Premier E-Newspaper
The number one breaking news hub  |  Traditionally unconventional

Tue. Oct. 6th, 2020 | issue 401 | www.whatsupnewsghana.com whatsupnewsgh

Managing Editor: Ralph Ofori Adeniran | Editor-In-Chief: David Tamakloe | Published and Marketed by: Brown Spectrum Enterprise & Amicus Media Page 6

travellers, they demand-
ed airport authorities to 
quarantine them since 
they could not pay for 
the test, but offi  cials re-
portedly told them that 
the government cannot 
pay for their quarantine 
and that they must re-
main at the airport indef-
initely.

At the time of the vid-
eo, the passengers claim 
they were on the verge of 
spending two days sleep-
ing on the airport bench-
es instead of reuniting 
with their family and 
friends they journeyed to 
visit.

The Akufo Addo ad-
ministration has been 
accused of unduly using a 
COVID-19 excuse to ex-
ploit international travel-
lers to Ghana, by requir-
ing them to squeeze out 
some US$ 150 each for a 
cheap COVID-19 Antigen 
test, the third-highest fee 
in the world.

Investigations have 
revealed that the com-
pany responsible for the 
test, Frontier Health Ser-
vices Limited is owned by 
Nigerian fugitive Billion-
aire friend of the Jubilee 
House, Benedict Peters,

The circumstances 
around the award of the 
contract to slap US$ 150 
on each COVID test has 
mostly remained hushed 
up as a cross-section of 

Ghanaian parliamentari-
ans demand answers.

The deal also makes 
it obvious that the com-
pany dispensing the test, 
Frontier Health Services 
is bearing no risk what-
soever, yet, it takes the 
lion’s share of the booty 
from the test on arriv-
ing passengers. Frontier 
keeps approximately US$ 
139, while three major 
government institutions 
at the frontline of the 
COVID-19 fi ght get to 
keep a paltry US$ 11 per 
test.

The three include the 
Noguchi Memorial Med-
ical Research Institute, 
US$4; the Ghana Health 

Services, US$3 and the 
GACL, US$ 4 per test.

Serious questions 
around the test have 
popped up, as it turned 
out that Frontier may be 
repatriating the funds 
out of the country to 
notorious tax havens in 
Dominica and Panama, 
where its owners have 
set up shell companies.

Frontier Health Ser-
vices is owned 100% by 
Healthcare Solutions Lim-
ited, a company which is, 
in turn, owned 100% by 
The Peters Family Com-
pany Limited, an opaque 
company registered in 
the notorious  Caribbean 
Island tax haven called 

Dominica.
Curiously, Professor 

William Kwabena Am-
pofo, the point man at 
the Noguchi Memorial 
Institute for Medical Re-
search (NMIMR) who 
facilitated the entire deal, 
is a cousin to President 
Akufo Addo.

Professor Ampofo is 
the Coordinator of the 
National Laboratory for 
COVID 19 Testing at No-
guchi. He clandestinely 
handed over the authori-
sation for the COVID-19 
test to Frontier Services.

The true owners of 
the companies, aside the 
Nigerian Billionaire are 
still unknown. Checks 
indicate that the stated 
Capital of Healthcare 
Solutions is a mere one 
dollar (US$1). It is unclear 
how such a company 
with virtually no track 
record in such infectious 
disease control system 
clinch the deal at the Ko-
toka airport.

So far, civil society 
groups such as IMANI 
Africa have been asking 
probing questions and 
they have warned that 
the test has not even 
been subjected to man-
datory standardisation 
protocols as required by 
Ghanaians laws. Essen-
tially, the test may well 
be a scam due to the fact 
of its secret endorsement 
and also the fact that it is 
an antigen test of a mere 
50% accuracy rate.

Cont. From Page 4
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mittee which questionably 
fast-tracked the Agyapa deal, 
despite the scandalous dis-
covery afterwards, which 
pointed to the fact that Gha-
na will signifi cantly loss out 
in the deal to some faceless 
private partners domiciled in 
a notorious tax haven-Jersey.

This is another major in-
vestigation attempted by the 
SPO that is becoming appar-
ent that he will have an uphill 
task to navigate interference 
from government appoin-
tees, who may have some 
vested interest in the deal 
being cleared.

Earlier, Martin Amidu had 
attempted to investigate se-
rious evidence of illegal min-
ing cartel within the Jubilee 
House, however, the Science 
and Technology Minister, 
Professor Kwabena Frim-

pong-Boateng and the Crimi-
nal Investigation Department 
(CID) conspired against him 
to scuttle the investigations.

Mr. Amidu himself made 
this known as he expressed 
his frustration at the road-
blocks mounted before 
him, preventing him from 
exposing serious scandalous 
dealings with the Akufo Addo 
administration.

A few days, ago, the SPO 
decided to fi nally investigate 
the Agyapa deal, forcing the 
Akufo Addo government to 
suspend the planned listing 
of the transaction on the Lon-
don Stock Exchange (LSE).

A letter from the Finance 
Ministry to the Special Prose-
cutor, Martin Amidu, commu-
nicated the abortion.

 “Kindly note that this 
Ministry does not intend to 
proceed with the IPO ahead 
of the results of the corrup-
tion risk assessment by your 
Offi  ce as you may well be 
aware,” a letter from the 
Finance Ministry read.

It did not communicate a 
new date for listing Agyapa, 
which has been perceived 
as a corrupt deal by many 
Ghanaians, after it became 
apparent that the champions 
of the deal: Finance Minister 
Ken Ofori-Atta and Gabby 
Asare Otchere-Darko are the 
President’s close relatives 
and that they may have been 
using their infl uence to per-
sonally benefi t from the deal.

The deal entails the 
Akufo-Addo government 

D r Mark Assibey-Ye-
boah, Chairman for 
the fi nance commit-

tee of Parliament has started 
mounting subtle pressure 
to infl uence the Special 
Prosecutor, Martin Amidu 
who claims he is launching a 
probe into the scandalous Ag-
yapa Royalties Limited deal.

According to him, he 
would be surprised if Martin 
Amidu discovers anything 
wrong in the entire Agyapa 
deal.

In what appears to be a 
nuanced attempt to preempt 
the outcome of the SPO’s 
investigations, Assibey Ye-
boah said he is confi dent the 
Special Prosecutor would not 
discover anything signifi cant 
against the deal.

Assibey Yeboah is the 
Chairman for Finance Com-

converting Ghana’s mining 
royalties received by the 
Minerals Income fund into 
a special purpose vehicle to 
borrow US$1billion, using the 
royalties as collateral for 15 
years.

Civil society organisations 
(CSOs) believe that the deal 
is aimed to put control of 
Ghana’s minerals royalties 
into the hands of the “Akyem 
Sakawa Mafi a”, made up the 
President’s family, Akyem 
tribesmen and a few friends.

The deal has been pro-
tested by many Ghanaians, 
especially CSOs who have 
said that they have been 
stonewalled by the govern-
ment after they requested 
for documents covering the 
deal.

Special Prosecutor, Martin 
Amidu, eventually launched 
a corruption assessment 
risk demanding documents 
covering the deal, but the 
Finance Ministry headed by 
the President’s cousin, Ken 
Ofori-Atta, refused to hand 
over all the appropriate doc-
uments covering the deal.

The SP insisted on getting 
all the necessary documents, 
along with an opinion from 
the Attorney General, before 
the initial Public Off ering of 
Agyapa on the LSE would be 
allowed to go through. The 
SPO’s stance meant that the 
government’s obscurantism 
ended up eating away the 
window of time available for 
the listing which was sched-
uled for September.

RULING PARTY CAPOS MOUNT SUBTLE PRESSURE 
ON AMIDU TO SCUTTLE AGYAPA PROBE
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ed that the money be 
paid to the man who 
is popularly known as 
D.K. Poison. The Pres-
ident claims his order 
was on  “compassion-
ate grounds,” for a 
veteran boxer who 
has been virtually ren-
dered penniless by the 
refusal of all successive 
government to settle 
their debt to the boxer.

“With reference 
your letter ... dat-
ed 17th June, 2020, I 
write to convey the 

approval of the Pres-
ident of the Repub-
lic for an amount of 
Forty-Five Thousand 
United States Dollars 
(US$45,000.00) to be 
paid to Mr David Ko-
tei (a.k.a. D.K. Poison) 
on compassionate 
grounds.

“By a copy of this 
letter, the Ministry of 
Finance is requested 
to take the necessary 
action to give eff ect to 
this directive. Please 
accept the President's 

P resident 
Akufo-Addo 
has directed 

the Minister of Sports, 
Isaac Asiamah, to pay-
back US$45,000 that 
Ghana’s fi rst-ever box-
ing world champion, 
David Kotei, loaned to 
the country in 1976.

In a letter dated 
September 28, 2020, 
signed by the Execu-
tive Secretary to the 
President, Nana Bedi-
atuo Asante, President 
Akufo-Addo has direct-

best wishes," the letter 
read.

D.K. Poison, now 69, 
became Ghana’s fi rst 
boxing world champi-
on when he defeated 
then Champion, Reu-
ben Oliveres by split 
points in a15 round 
bout in Inglewood, Cali-
fornia, USA.

In 1976, he loaned 
US$45,000 out of his 
US$75,000 winning to 
the Ignatius Kutu Ache-
ampong government.

And for Forty-four 
years the loan re-
mained unpaid by suc-
cessive governments. 

Last year October, 
he met President 
Akufo-Addo and reiter-
ated his appeal for his 
money. The President 
promised to see to it 
that the issue is set-
tled. Hence the 28the 
September 2020 direc-
tive.

However, the 
US$45,000 of 1976 
could be anything in 
the region of over US$ 
1 million if infl ation is 
taken into account.

AKUFO ADDO ORDERS PAYMENT OF 
US$45,000 GOV’T DEBT TO D.K POISON



Ghana’s Premier E-Newspaper
The number one breaking news hub  |  Traditionally unconventional

Tue. Oct. 6th, 2020 | issue 401 | www.whatsupnewsghana.com whatsupnewsgh

Managing Editor: Ralph Ofori Adeniran | Editor-In-Chief: David Tamakloe | Published and Marketed by: Brown Spectrum Enterprise & Amicus Media Page 9

solar plants in the re-
gion. The other one is 
in the Kaleo.

The projects ap-
pear to have been 
fast-tracked because 
President Akufo Addo 
only cut the sod for 
them in February this 
year.

The milestone proj-
ect consist of a total 
capacity of 17 Mega-
watts, with 13MW 
in Kaleo and a 4MW 
peak project in Law-
ra.

The plants will col-
lectively reduce 7,400 

tons of carbon diox-
ide emissions every 
year upon comple-
tion, the project man-
agers have claimed.

They were fi nanced 
by the German Gov-
ernment’s Develop-
ment Bank, KfW, with 
a total funding cost of 
US $25m.

The project kick-
starts the govern-
ment’s plan for re-
newable energy.

As part of the re-
newable energy 
targets, the govern-
ment has set targets 

P resident Akufo 
Addo will on 
Saturday, Octo-

ber 10, 2020, commis-
sion the massive solar 
plant in Lawra in the 
Upper West Region.

This will perhaps 
be the only major 
power plant the gov-
ernment has com-
pleted four years in 
offi  ce.

The plant which is 
set to diversity the 
electricity mix partic-
ularly in the northern 
part of the country, 
is one of two major 

for some 300 MW of 
small and medium 
hydro dams, 30,000 
solar home systems, 
26 MW of utility-scale 
biomass and waste 
energy capacity, 250 
MW of utility-scale 
wind and 150 MW of 
utility-scale solar ca-
pacity.

This will add up to 
the existing capacity 
for power in Ghana, 
which relies heavily 
on expensive thermal 
plants.

These plants are 
likely to add some 
laurels to the gov-
erning New Patriotic 
Party (NPP) which has 
mostly been criticized 
for sleeping on the job 
and failing consider-
ably to undertake any 
major infrastructure 
project in its four-year 
tenure.

The few that were 
exhibited by the gov-
ernment were found 
to be full of deceit 
and appropriation of 
projects executed by 
the erstwhile Nation-
al Democratic Con-
gress (NDC).

PRESIDENT COMMISSIONS SOLAR PLANT IN UPPER EAST
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The NPP campaign fl ier 
turned “chobo” receipt has 
since been garnering scorn 
on social media with some 
commentators inventing 
puns of the “4More To Do 
More” heading of the re-
ceipt. “It’s actually 4 More To 
Steal More,” went one com-
mentary on Facebook.

Manasseh Azure Awuni, 
is said to have received com-
plaints from the Mfantsi-
man Constituency that the 
outboard motors that gov-
ernment gives out at a sub-
sidized price of Ghc10,000 
instead of the Ghc20,000, 
market price, never really 
reach fi shermen at that 
price.

The reason being that 
the NPP Executives in the 
Coastal communities, in-
cluding the Mfantsiman 
Municipality, have formed 
themselves into cartels 
which receive the canoes 
and sell them to the fi sh-

ermen as middlemen in a 
black market operation.

Due to the corruption, 
the fi shermen are unable to 
buy the outboard motors, 
defeating the purpose of the 
subsidy.

Mr. Azure, upon hearing 
the complaint, assembled a 
team and went off  to inves-
tigate. 

The team is said to have 
gotten contacts at Apam, 
Moree, and Biriwa in the 
Central Region and one in 
the Western Region, who 
had the government’s sub-
sidised outboard motors to 
sell above the subsidised 
price.

At Biriwa in the Mfan-
tsiman Municipality, the 
undercover team was led 
straight to the NPP constit-
uency women’s organiser 
who was said to have some 
machines for sale.

Even though the story 
does not give her name, she 

T he ruling New Pa-
triotic Party (NPP)’s 
Vice Chairman for 

Mfantsiman in the Central 
Region, David Awotwe has 
been exposed as a member 
of an NPP cartel which com-
mandeers subsidized out-
board motors targeted at 
fi shermen and sell them at 
almost two times the price.

The cartel, which in-
cludes the NPP’s Constitu-
ency Women’s Organizer for 
Mfantsiman, enrich them-
selves by creaming off  thou-
sands of cedis after infl ating 
the price of the subsidized 
outboard motors.

Award winning investi-
gative journalist, Manasseh 
Azure Awuni, who inves-
tigated the exploitative 
black market, reports that 
after he and his team paid 
Mr. Awotwe Ghc16,000 for 
the outboard motor that 
government sold to the 
fi shermen at Ghc10,000, 
Mr. Awotwi signed on an 
NPP Campaign fl ier labelled 
“4More To Do More,” as 
receipt to cover the criminal 
sale.

WhatsUp News has 
seen the NPP campaign 
fl ier turned receipt and on 
it David Awotwe’s signature 
is inked under sales word-
ing that showed that he 
received Ghc16,000 from 
Victor Forson, Manasseh’s 
team member, for the out-
board motor that the gov-
ernment had given out at 
Ghc10,000.

is quoted as arguing that 
there was nothing wrong 
with the criminal business 
she and the NPP cartels are 
engaged in and that that is 
one way to benefi t from her 
membership in the party.

“If I already have one on 
my canoe and they give me 
an additional one, what am 
I supposed to do? I have to 
sell it and take the commis-
sion,” she is quoted as say-
ing.

She is said to have added 
that, “Nobody follows a gov-
ernment and would go emp-
ty hands. There is a reason 
we do politics, the benefi t.”

However, she did not 
have any outboard motors 
to sell to the undercover 
team at that material time, 
apparently because she had 
cleared whatever motors 
were given to her. She how-
ever eagerly directed the 
team to the NPP Constituen-
cy Vice Chairman for Mfan-
tsiman, David Awotwe, as a 
man who still has outboard 
motors to sell. The team 
followed a middleman.

The middleman led the 
undercover team to Mr 
Awotwe’s house in Biriwa 
to see the outboard motor. 
After they had inspected the 
product, Mr. Awotwe, led 
them to an uncompleted 
building to haggle the price.

Central Regional Min-
ister, Kwamena Duncan is 
said to have since called for 
the arrest of the NPP Con-
stituency Vice-Chair.

MFANTSIMAN NPP VICE CHAIR BUSTED 
SELLING SUBSIDIZED OUTBOARD MOTORS
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go through a rigorous 
process. The last time 
the MP for Ashiaman 
demanded information 
from the Electoral Com-
mission, even under the 
Right To Information Law, 
he was turned away.

The government’s 
stonewalling tactics 
around the cocoa roads 
audit report is only nour-
ishing suspicion that the 
audit was never carried 
out and that the govern-
ment had stopped the 
contract and created the 
need for audit as a cov-
er story to steal public 
funds.

It has been emerging 
that the Chairman of the 

ad-hoc audit committee 
that was formed to do 
the cocoa roads audit, 
Alhaji Aminu Amadu, 
awarded himself the 
same audit contract. His 
company, Nyagsi Engi-
neers, was what got the 
audit contract.

According to allega-
tions, the audit of the 
cocoa roads cost the tax-
payer a whopping US$-
10million.

The 2020 Presidential 
Candidate of the Nation-
al Democratic Congress 
(NDC), former President 
John Mahama, over the 
weekend, accused the 
Akufo-Addo government 
of lying about auditing 

Suspicion that the 
Akufo-Addo govern-
ment did not carry 

out an audit on the cocoa 
roads contracts after sus-
pending the contracts in 
2017 has thickened after 
the Chief Executive of the 
Ghana Cocoa Board (CO-
BOD) declared that the 
audit report is now a na-
tional secret.

According to Joseph 
Boahene Aidoo, the sup-
posed audit report can-
not be made available.

He declared the fatwa 
on Accra based Joy FM.

Shockingly, Mr. Joseph 
Boahene Aidoo said that 
for anybody to get a copy 
of the report they must 

the road contracts, say-
ing no such audit hap-
pened.

According to him, 
the suspension of the 
contracts to pave roads 
for cocoa growing com-
munities was purely 
political and that if the 
Akufo-Addo government 
says what he is saying is 
a lie, it should publish the 
audit report and show by 
the report how the pre-
vious Mahama govern-
ment had been corrupt 
in awarding the contracts 
as the government has 
claimed.

In the response, the 
NPP held a kneejerk 
press conference at 
which the party’s Direc-
tor of Communications, 
Buabeng Asamoah, 
claimed that nobody 
had said the Mahama 
government had been 
corrupt in awarding the 
contracts.

Rather, he claimed 
that the government had 
awarded the contracts 
without making provi-
sions for funding, even 
though the Mahama gov-
ernment had structured 
the project in such a way 
that COCOBOD will dedi-
cate US$150million annu-
ally to the construction of 
cocoa roads.

COCOBOD CEO ANNOUNCES AUDIT REPORT ON 
COCOA ROADS CANNOT BE MADE AVAILABLE
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portedly over-speeding 
during a campaign fl oat 
for the Gender Minister 
who is also the MP for 
Agona West.

manhunt for him, What-
sup News gathered.

The Toyota Corolla 
with registration num-
ber GN-2537-16 was re-

GENDER MINISTER’S CAMPAIGN CAR IN HIT-AND-RUN

A campaign car 
said to belong 
to the Minister 

for Gender, Children and 
Social Protection, Cyn-
thia Mamle Morrison 
knocked down and killed 
a trader at Babianiha, 
near Agona Sweduro in 
the Central Region.

The car’s driver, one 
Ato, said to be the per-
sonal bodyguard of the 
Minister, took to his 
heels and absconded 
after the accident. The 
Police are currently on a 

Ato, the speed-mon-
ster bodyguard of the 
Minister who was driving 
was fl agged several times 
to slow down but he did 
not; until he hit Nana 
Yaa, the hapless trader, 
reports eyewitnesses.  

The trader, said to 
be in her late 30s, was 
rushed to the Agona 
Swedru government 
hospital but was pro-
nounced dead on arrival. 
Her body has since been 
deposited at the hospi-
tal’s morgue, awaiting 
autopsy.

She left behind six chil-
dren.

-Victim Dies
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Headquarters on 
Wednesday, the NDC 
has confi rmed.

The former Pres-
ident announced to 
followers that he gave 
General Mosquito the 
go-ahead to do the 
fi ling tomorrow after 
reviewing the forms 
and signing.

“Today, I reviewed 
my nomination forms 
and signed the rel-
evant portions for 
fi ling. General Secre-
tary Johnson Asiedu 
Nketia will tomorrow, 
Wednesday, fi le the 
nomination papers at 
the Electoral Commis-
sion on my behalf,” 
the former President 
said.

The Electoral Com-
mission is charging a 
whopping Ghc100, 000 
as fi ling fee for Presi-
dential Candidates

Meanwhile, Ma-
hama will offi  cially 
launch his national 
campaign in Sefwi Wi-
awso in the Western 
North Region tomor-

dential election, fi led 
tomorrow.

Party General Sec-
retary, Johnson Asie-
du Nketia, alias Gen-
eral Mosquito, will do 
the fi ling at the Elec-
toral Commission’s 

GENERAL MOSQUITO FILES 
MAHAMA’S NOMINATION FORMS

T he 2020 Pres-
idential Can-
didate of the 

National Democratic 
Congress, John Dra-
mani Mahama will 
have his nomination 
forms for the Presi-

row.
The launch on the 

7th of October will be 
broadcast live across 
the country and will 
be dubbed “the Retail 
Campaign”.

According to NDC 
communication, the 
former President will 
deliver a nationwide 
address in which he 
will call on all party 
members, especial-
ly, executives across 
the country to hit the 
ground with the NDC’s 
Peoples Manifesto 
and explain it out to 
voters.

WhatsUp News has 
heard that the 2020 
Campaign is mostly 
going to be house-to-
house focused and 
will entail party loyal-
ists  meeting voters 
on a personal level to 
sell the NDC’s mes-
sage.

The campaign 
launch starts at 11 
am on Wednesday, 
according to available 
information.

-As Mahama launches 
Sefwi Campaign.


